Rainbow Canyons
Amateur Radio
Club
Cedar City, Utah

Club Officers:
President:

KR7KR
Ken Richter

Vice-President:
K7ZI
Richard Parker

Treasurer:

AL7BX
George Gallis

			
Secretary:
K6QOG
Bill Stenger

Local Repeats:

Club meets on the second Tuesday of each month at Sheriffs Search & Rescue Bldg.
RCARC NETS:

Breakfast Net: 7:00am 146.98Mhz, no PL tone required, every weekday.
Friendship Net: 9:00pm 146.98Mhz, every evening.
Next club meeting is Tuesday, July 14th, 7:30 pm
Club breakfast is Saturday July 4th, 9:00am at the Pastry Pub. Come
in and place your order then come to the side room to be with other hams
and your order will be brought to you. It is most relaxing and friendly meal.

TOPIC:
Testing Devices/Instruments
Local News
LEPC

146.980 Mhz
No Tone

by Linda Shokrian KG7PBX

146.940 Mhz
Tone 100 hz

RCARC EComm meeting, Thursday
June 11th, 2015 Recap

146.760 Mhz
Tone 123.0 hz

Attendance John Higley - Iron County Emergency
Management Coordinator
ofc #: 435-865-5332
email: jhigley@ironcounty.net

Remote Base
449.500 Mhz
Tone 100 hz
Remote Base
449.925 Mhz
Tone 100 hz
IRLP/Echolink
449.900 Mhz
Tone 100 hz

KG7MAZ Debra, KG7PBX Linda,
KB7HHB Mardi, WA7HHE Brad,
KR7KR Ken and WA7GTU Don.
Purpose of meeting: to discuss the 3 documents needed by Iron County to make our
“group” official.
Benefits of becoming “official:
* will be recognized by Iron

County and other served agencies
* will facilitate our working with
served agencies (Iron County EOC, Red
Cross, SWUPHD, etc)
* will facilitate the obtaining of
grant money for equipment
* will be easier to replace damaged
county equipment we will be using
* will be issued ID badges
1. Most Important Document - ECOMM
concept
Draft was sent to all members by
John Higley to read before this meeting.
After discussion it was decided to accept
the draft with only a few minor changes.
A. Name of our Ecomm group to
officially be the Rainbow Canyons Amateur Radio Club Emergency Communications Group (aka RCARC Ecomm Group).
(NOT Iron County Emergency Communications Group). We are not separate from
and stay part of RCARC. We are not members of ARES.

B. The “Executive” Board is to be 5 members
(not 3) chosen by the RCARC Ecomm group. (Will
not include a state representative)
Debra KG7MAZ is to make the above changes
and send revised draft back to John Higley. A copy
of the revised draft will be sent to all Ecomm members. Please read carefully as we will be voting on
whether to adopt this document at our next regular
Ecomm meeting on Thursday, June 18th at 6 PM at
the Visitor’s Center.
2. Document: Emergency Support Function (ESF) #2
- Communications
A. Last month’s adopted RCARC Rally
Frequencies IS 205 form needs to be included. It was
indicated that the repeater information currently in
the document was correct.
B. A digital communication section is required
to be added. Debra KG7MAZ indicated that George
AL7BX was working on that.
Further discussion of this document postponed until revisions could be made.
3. Iron County’s Standard Operating Procedure is
not yet ready, so discussion regarding our role in that
document has been postponed.
Also discussed was the training needed to work
with served agencies - in particular SWUPHD
(Southwest Utah Public Health Dept) and Intermountain Health - the availability and type of equipment
at Hospitals, training needed on equipment, required
forms and ways of sending same, being cleared by
the Hospital Volunteer Program, etc.. Nothing is
known for sure at this time. It was mentioned that
Jody Johnson (Valley View Hospital’s Emerg Coordinator) wants to schedule a training exercise in Sept
2015. John Higley, Steve Rossberg (SWUPHD) and
Jody Johnson are to coordinate.
Upcoming Events mentioned that an official
RCARC Ecomm Group could participate in:
Feb 2016 - Utah National Guard #213 Forward Support Company is planning a simulated
earthquake full functional exercise with helicopter’s
and EOC involvement. It’s a chance for Ecomm
members to see and work with the 213.
July 2016 - Regional Communications Rodeo
(Police, Sheriff, Fire, CERT, RCARC Ecomm, etc)
- a show and tell of communications vans and equipment, testing all components for interoperability. etc.
This is a recap of the notes as I took them. If I forgot anything or got something wrong, please let me
know so I can correct it. Thank you for attending and
for all your valuable input. Hope to see you all next
meeting.

ARRL Rocky Mountain Division
2015 ARRL Rocky Mountain Division Convention
Next month!
Online registration is open and hotel rooms, RV spots,
and camping areas are filling fast for the 2015 ARRL
Rocky Mountain Division Convention, which takes
place July 31-August 2 at Ruby’s Inn located a
short distance away from gorgeous Bryce Canyon
National Park.
Carrying on the tradition of quality Division Conventions, the ARRL Utah Section (this year’s host) is hard
at work planning a great weekend getaway this summer. Among the numerous things to look forward
to: Spending a weekend meeting and building relationships with hams from all across Colorado, New
Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming; buying and selling
amateur radio equipment; technical and non-technical forums; special guest speakers and VIPs including
Dan Henderson N1ND (past longtime ARRL Contest
Manager and current ARRL Regulatory Information
Manager); ham related competitions and awards; ham
license exams; an always special Wouff Hong ceremony; delicious meals; prizes; and much more.
Visit the 2015 Division Convention website at http://
utahhamfest.com for more details, to register as an
attendee, and to reserve your comfortable room, RV
spot, or camping area at Ruby’s Inn before they
are all spoken for.

From ARRL Newsletter

FCC Eliminating Vanity
Call Sign Fee
The FCC is eliminating the regulatory fee to apply
for an Amateur Radio vanity call sign. The change
will not go into effect,
however, until required
congressional notice has been
given. This will take
at least 90 days. As the
Commission explained
in a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking, Report and
Order, and Order (MD Docket
14-92 and others), released
May 21, it’s a matter of
simple economics.

FCC Chairman,
Lawmakers Agree to
Scale Back Field Office
Shutdowns
Leaders of the US House Energy and Commerce
Committee have reached agreement with FCC
Chairman Tom Wheeler to amend the Commission’s
plans -- announced in March -- to close a number of
FCC field offices. Under the revised plan, the FCC
will keep 15 of its 24 field offices open. According to
a Committee media release, the plan would “ensure
better rapid response capabilities for the West, provide
a mechanism for escalating interference complaints,
improve enforcement of the FCC’s rules against pirate
radio operators, and prevent the Commission from
transferring field office jobs to FCC Headquarters.”
The FCC had been under pressure from lawmakers
and others to step back from its plan to shutter the
field offices.
For more information see ARRL newsletter

Astronaut Samantha
Cristoforetti, IZ0UDF, Sets
New Record for Woman in
Space
European Space Agency Astronaut Samantha
Cristoforetti, IZ0UDF, who returned to Earth June 11
with her crewmates -- NASA Astronaut Terry Virts,
and Russian Cosmonaut Anton Shkaplerov -- has set
a new record for the longest
single space mission by a
woman. Cristoforetti’s duty
tour on the International Space
Station was extended by about
a month, following the failure
in late April of the Russian
robotic Progress 59 cargo
spacecraft to reach the ISS. The Progress went out of
control, eventually burning up in Earth’s atmosphere.
“Early start into Day 200 in #space,” Cristoforetti
tweeted before boarding the Soyuz vehicle for the trip
home. “It’s been an amazing journey, thx for coming
along! Now time to go home to Earth.”
Record-setter: ESA Astronaut Samantha
Cristoforetti, IZ0UDF, sips espresso on board the
International Space Station. [NASA photo]
While in space, Cristoforetti, 38, conducted several

Amateur Radio on the International Space Station
(ARISS) school contacts. She was to have returned to
Earth in early May.

Oklahoma Amateur Radio
Clubs Join Forces to
Support Cycling Event
Two Oklahoma Amateur Radio clubs got
together during the June 13-14 weekend to support
communication for the Saint Francis Tulsa Tough
cycling event. Some 1400 riders registered for the
road events. More than 20 volunteers from the Tulsa
Amateur Radio Club (TARC) and the Tulsa Repeater
Organization (TRO) carried out radio operations
to support logistics and rider safety over the 2-day
competition. Marking its 10th anniversary this year,
the Tulsa Tough serves, in part, as a public healthawareness campaign of Saint Francis Hospital.

What Happened at the last Meeting?
THANK YOU
Linda Shokrian for taking the minutes.
Minutes from RCARC meeting
Tuesday, June 9th, 2015
President Ken Richter KR7KR called meeting to
order. Welcomed members and visitors. Went around
the room and everyone introduced themselves.
Those present were:
N6OJS
KG7PBX
KG7MAZ
KR7KR
KC6VAG
KE7ECU
K9SYL
N7TCE
KG6LFU
KG7NYJ
KG7SYL
KF7GPZ
KF7WIY
KG7HTJ
KE6ZIM
WA7GTU
KB7OWE
KA7QJN

Fred Getman
Linda Shokrian
Debra Frank
Ken Richter
Robert Olla
Shaun Kelly
Sylvan Malis
Merlin Mackay
Jim Beal
Devin Elliot
Jim Urie
Fred Sheffield
Denise Sheffield
David Williams
John Ellison
Don Blanchard
Don Carter
Dennis Porter

Visitors:
KG6NWJ

Barry Colston
Bill Zadel

George Gallis AL7BX gave the treasurers report. We
have $1,105.14 in the bank after an outstanding check
was cashed. Don Blanchard WA7GTU motioned
to accept the report and Debra Frank KG7MAZ
seconded. Vote was unanimous.
Ken Richter KR7KR called for any corrections
to the minutes. Don Blanchard indicated there had
been one error - club call sign was WR7AAA (not
W7AAA) that had already been sent to Bill Stenger
K6QOG for correction. Don Blanchard WA7GTU
motioned to accept the minutes and Jim Beal
KG6LFU seconded. Vote was unanimous.
Ken Richter KR7KR handed out a request for
everyone to contact their US house members to
support the Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015 (HR1301). He urged everyone to support this measure.
Address where to send the support letters was noted
on the handout.
Visitor Barry Colston KG6NWJ gave an appeal for
lots of volunteers to help with Rally Utah (a street
legal rally motor car race) on August 7th & 8th, 2015.
Volunteers would help with communications,
help “block” cross traffic on some roads and track
competitors.
Mr. Colston mentioned that the ham radio
operators could be “in the middle of nowhere” and
that helping with the rally would be good practice for
emergency communications.
The rally committee would prefer to use
simplex when possible. Don Blanchard WA7GTU
mentioned that communications could be a challenge
so a temporary repeater would be put up on Pine
Springs Knoll to help with communications. The
frequency (147.34+, PL100) to be used has been
approved by the Frequency Coordinator. George Gallis
AL7BX will coordinate the set up and take down of
this repeater for the race.
Shift lengths would preferably be half or full
day, Race day could start at 6 am for set up and last
up to 12 hours. As this is the first time for this race,
it is unknown how long it will actually take. Race
will be run in stages on different roads (possibly
simultaneously) in both directions. Cars will race
against the clock, not each other.
Free boxed lunch would be provided.
A monetary donation would be made to the
RCARC depending on the number of members who
volunteered and helped out.
Final routes for the rally have not been
finalized yet.
A question was asked how the rally would
effect the dirt roads Answer was it was unknown,
possibly like that of a heavy rain. Roads could be
rougher.

Information can be obtained at rally-utah.com
as it becomes available and you can sign up to help at
rallydata.com (click on utah rally)
Field Day was discussed.
Purpose - to make it as much fun as possible
for members and visitors
Ken Richter said a place had been found to
paint the trailer for the $300 voted on last meeting. He
mentioned that Dick Parker K7ZI would not be able to
put fenders on the trailer in time for painting and field
day. Don Blanchard WA7GTU suggested checking
into having fenders put on professionally. Ken Richter
KR7KR said he would do so.
Also Ken said help would be needed to remove
tools from the trailer before painting. Denise Shefield
KF7WIY ask what color the trailer was to be painted.
Answer was black with white tool boxes.
George Gallis AL7BX mentioned:
Set up for Field Day would start between 8-9
am Sat 6/27
Field Day would start at 12 noon Sat 6/27 and
go until before dark when the antennas would be taken
down.
Currently there are no plans to operate 24
hours or on Sunday 6/28.
Location to be at the SAR building in the
garage bays. Antennas will be placed on the east side
of the bays.
Need to get commitments for various jobs contact George Gallis AL7BX
Need set up and break down help.
Need volunteers to work shifts and/or to bring
equipment to use.
Ken Richter KR7KR has a generator that can
be used for power.
Anyone with a camper invited to bring and use
as a station
Possible stations to be CW, digital, satellite,
GOTA
Debra Frank KG7MAZ will coordinate
Publicity and PR.
Fliers will be handed out during field day with
RCARC website info on them
“Old Timers” and non active hams will be
invited to stop by and say hello
If you have any suggestions, please contact
George Gallis AL7BX
A summer picnic food potluck dinner
is planned. Main dishes: hotdogs and chili. Fred
Getman motioned that $30 be spent to purchase
hot dogs for the dinner, Don Blanchard WA7GTU
seconded. Vote was unanimous. Fred Sheffield
KF7GPZ will donate the hot dog buns. Linda Shokrian
KG7PBX will donate the chili.
Phone calls will be made and emails sent out
for sign ups for set up, take down, shifts, equipment,

potluck dinner items, etc.
Don Blanchard WA7GTU reminded everyone he
had VHF society applications and books if anyone was
interested.
An FYI session was held - went around the room
asking each member present what they have done in
the way of new equipment in the last month - some
responses:
George Gallis AL7BX working with Don
Blanchard WA7GTU - have a new software defined
receiver that can “see” signals and help diagnose link
problems. It is approx $70 with a little antenna and
plugs into a computer. Don said would bring to show
next meeting.
Linda Shokrian KG7PBX is still learning her
new HF Yaesu 857D rig and how it works.
Debra Frank KG7MAZ is looking at what she
can do for an antenna before she gets a HF radio
Fred Getman N6OJS’s tower is down and he is
looking into putting it back up - there is a slope radial
he wants to try
Jim Urie KG7SYL is learning to link 2
repeaters together so he can check in from the field
Dennis Porter KA7QJN - working on building
a base for his crank up tower
Robert (Bob) Olla KC6VAG - is a radio
astronomer, wants to set up an observatory here. Said
would be glad to do a presentation to the club on radio
waves and telescopes in radio astronomy
George Gallis AL7BX working on APRS
radios using raspberry pi and dire wolf software.

Field Day 2015 at the IC SAR Building

Ken, George, Brad,
Don, Larry, Dick
& Bill assembled
the beam, raised
the tower, arranged
two dipoles and two
verticals.

Bill set up an Icom
HF radio and laptop
to run Digipan for
PSK31.

Dick, Greg, Merlin and
two visitors listen to
Dick explain how to
operate the radio.

Don Blanchard WA7GTU said the 2 meter antenna
on Rowberry is damaged and going to be replaced
Upcoming Events
Debra Frank KG7MAZ reminded everyone of
the Iron County Weather Spotter Training presented by
the National Weather Service to be held on Wednesday
July 15, 2015 from 6 - 8 pm at the Heritage Center.
Don Blanchard WA7GTU reminded everyone
of the Rocky Mountain Division Convention’s Utah
Hamfest at Ruby’s Inn, Bryce UT July 31, Aug 1&2.
Will have activities, classes and speakers. Rooms
filling up and they do have campsites for RV’s etc.
Go to website to register and get more information
- utahhamfest.com. Don said cost is approx $15 to
register.

Riki explain computer
loging to Dick, Linda
and visitor.

Jim Beal KG6LFU motioned to adjourn, Debra
Frank KG&MAZ seconded. Vote was unanimous.
Meeting adjourned.

Ken & George on SSB
& Bill naps

Lots of good food
provided by Debra,
Linda and Fred S.

