Rainbow Canyons
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Club
Cedar City, Utah

Club Officers:
President:

KF7YWY
Cameron Abbaticchio

Club meets on the second Tuesday of each month at Sheriffs Search & Rescue Bldg.
Next Meeting April 8th
Activity:

Co-Vice Presidents: There will be demonstration of PSK31 and
other digital modes. The demo will not use
any interface device and emphasize the
easy of connection a radio to a computer
simply by using a speaker and microphone. Since there has been much talk
about NBEMS (Narrow Band Emergency
Treasurer:
Message System) on the nightly FriendAL7BX
ship net, message format will also be
George Gallis
shown. Russ Chaffee has loaned the club
			
his overhead projector so all demos can be
Secretary:
seen clearly in the entire room. Come with
K6QOG
lots of questions.
K7ZI
Richard Parker
and
KF7WIY
Denice Sheffield

Bill Stenger

Local Repeats:

New FCC Program Promises a Great
Certificate
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Federal officials concerned with increased
demand on radio spectrum are cracking
down on amateur radio license holders that
don’t use their transmitting privileges.
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The announcement was made yesterday by
the Federal Communications Commission.
“If you’re a ham radio operator and you
don’t actually operate a ham radio, we will
ask you to return your license,” said FCC
special agent Augusto V. Landingham.
The surprise move by the commission is
in response to growing demand for radio
waves. “The ‘Load It Up, Or Give It Up’
program will ensure that only those who

are truly interested in generating radio
signals get to do so. Plus, we have to make
room for the growing number of people
obtaining amateur licenses, which is skyrocketing because it’s so easy to memorize
the answers to the exam questions,” said
Landingham.
Federal officials are still determining how
they will enforce the program. Amateur
radio operators are encouraged to email
the FCC with suggestions.
Gene Tingleman, a ham radio operator
from Petaluma, Calif., agreed with the
principle behind the new regulation. “If
you don’t know code or you’re shy around
the mic or don’t even know where the
push-to-talk button is on the radio, then
maybe it’s time you let someone else do
the transmitting.”
There is one additional option, according
to officials. Radio operators who don’t
actually transmit with a radio for more
than six months may opt to exchange their
license for a “listening certificate.” This
type of license will allow the user to listen
to transmissions made by others. They
boast that the certificate is available by
sending an SASE and will be “printed on
premium paper; suitable for framing.”
FCC to Reinstate Morse Code Test
Submitted by Dan KB6NU

“It was a big mistake eliminating the Morse Code
test,” admits FCC official. The Federal Communications Commission (Commission or FCC) approved
Report and Order 14-987af which reinstates the
Morse Code test for General Class and Amateur Extra
Class licensees. “It was a big mistake eliminating the
Morse Code test,” admits Dotty Dasher, the FCC’s
director of examinations. “We now realize that being
able to send and receive Morse Code is an essential
skill for radio amateurs. As they say, it really does get
through when other modes can’t.” Not only will new
applicants have to take the test, but General Class
licensees who have never passed a code test will have
one year to pass a 5-wpm code test. Similarly, Amateur Extra class licensees that never passed a code
test will have one year to pass a 13-wpm test. Those
amateurs that fail to pass the test will face revocation
of their operating privileges. Materials for administering the examinations will be distributed to Volunteer
Examiner Coordinators by the end of April, so that
they can begin the testing on May 1, 2014. “This
isn’t going to be one of those silly multiple-choice
type tests,” noted Dasher. “We’re going to be sending
five-character random code groups, just like we did in
the old days. And, applicants will have to prove that
they can send, too, using a poorly adjusted straight
key.” Technician Class licensees will not be required
to take a Morse Code test, nor will a test be required
for new applicants. “We discussed it,” said Dasher,
“but decided that since most Techs can’t even figure
out how to program their HTs, requiring them to learn
Morse Code seemed like cruel and unusual punishment.” When asked what other actions we might see
from the FCC, Dasher hinted that in the future applicants taking the written exam may be required to
draw circuit diagrams, such as Colpitts oscillators
and diode ring mixers, once again. “We’re beginning
to think that if an applicant passes an amateur radio
license exam it should mean that he or she actually
knows something,” she said. For further information, contact James X. Shorts, Assistant Liaison to
the Deputy Chief of Public Relations for the FCC
at (202) 555-1212 or jim.shorts@fcc.gov. For more
news and information about the FCC, please visit
www.fcc.gov.
Special Event: HI-SEAS Mission Team Set for
Mars “Landing” on March 28
Ron Williams,
N9UIK, and his
fellow “astronauts”
are set to “land on
Mars” on March 28.
Williams is part of
Mission 2 (of four) in

the Hawaii Space Exploration Analog and Simulation
-- HI-SEAS -- project. The team is taking ham radio
along to their simulated Martian outpost, a self-contained domed shelter, where they’ll be cut off from
civilization until mid-summer. They will begin their
ham radio special event from their quarters on “the
Red Planet” -- actually in Hawaii -- starting on April
12 at 1900 UTC.
“We will continue to do this weekly for the duration
of the mission or until interest wanes,” Williams said.
Their plan calls for simulating the communication
delay that would occur over the distance from Mars
to Earth, as required by the project’s NASA sponsors.
This will mean integrating a 20 minute signal delay
into all communications, whether via Amateur Radio
or the Internet.
“To the best of our knowledge, this will be unique to
any Amateur Radio special event ever conducted,”
Williams told ARRL in February. “Learning how to
deal with signal delay is something that NASA is
very interested in. The team was able to obtain the
special event call sign K6B for the project for nearly
the entire length of the mission, instead of the typical
15 days.
Stations working K6B will receive a commemorative
QSL card.
Every Saturday morning at 1900 UTC (0900
Hawaii Time), K6B
will call out on an
EchoLink repeater and
on 10 meters, to offer
information regarding the project and
to invite calls. “We
will stop transmitting
and will turn off our receiver,” he said. “During the
following 20 minute ‘signal delay,’ an outside coordinator will line up individual hams wishing to make
contact with us. At the end of 20 minutes we will turn
our radio back on and begin receiving transmissions.”
These will be called in order by students at Hawaii
Preparatory Academy, KH6HPA.
After logging the call signs, the “Martian” team will
wait another 20 minutes before transmitting acknowledgements. A special QSL card will be available. Williams said operational details will be announced as
they become available.
The HI-SEAS participants will simulate living and
working within a Martian outpost -- a solar-powered
dome at a remote site some 8000 feet up on the slopes
of Mauna Loa. The experiment is being conducted by

the University of Hawaii and Cornell University.
At 60, Williams, a clinical neuropsychologist from
Indiana, is the oldest member of the team and one of
two hams on this crew increment. The other is Ross
Lockwood, VA6RLW, of Alberta.
Rocky Mountain Division Newsletter
This note is to announce that the 2014 ARRL Rocky
Mountain Division Convention scheduled to be
held in Laramie, Wyoming this July has been CANCELLED due to extenuating circumstances. We
thank those involved with its planning for the time
and effort put forward on behalf of hams across the
Division.
We are grateful that the Albuquerque Duke City
Hamfest has stepped forward to serve as alternate
host of the 2014 ARRL Rocky Mountain
Division Convention. It will now take place August
8-10 in sunny Albuquerque, New Mexico. Led by
individuals who organized the 2011 Division Convention in Taos, the annual Duke City Hamfest is a
standing three day amateur radio convention that occurs in one of Albuquerque’s largest hotels, so it will
ably fit the bill as a Division Convention members
have become accustomed to.
More details about the 2014 ARRL Rocky Mountain
Division Convention in Albuquerque will be provided
soon. Please mark your calendars!
73,
Brian Mileshosky N5ZGT
Director, ARRL Rocky Mountain Division
Dwayne Allen WY7FD
Vice-Director, ARRL Rocky Mountain Division
WHAT HAPPENED AT LAST THE MEETING
President Cameron Abbaticchio KF7YWY called the
meeting to order at 7:30 pm.
Those Present:
KF7WIY Denice Sheffield
KF7GPZ Fred Sheffield
AL7BX George Gallis
KC7UT Roger Simister
KF7OVD Brian Amos
KG7AHS Travis Horton
K7KCH Ken Head
K7JCA Jim Ashby
WA7GTU Don Blanchard
K7ZI Richard Parker		

KG7HTJ David Williams
N7SIY Joel Clements
KB7UMU Sylvia Clements
N7TCE Merlin Mackay		
WD0CDG Larry Heddings
WA7HHE Brad Biedermann
KB7HHB Mardi Biedermann
N6OJS Fred Getman
KC7IHE Gavin Hollinger
KF7YWY Cameron Abbaticchio
K6QOG Bill Stenger		
Treasurer Report:
George Gallis AL7BX reported last months balance
as $1023.50. Income was $130 from dues and one
bill of $68.00 for flowers for Kal Kalher’s funeral
and a balance of $1084.57. Don Blanchard WA7GTU
moved to approve the report and seconded by Bob
Vosper AE7HY. Unanimus vote.
Minutes:
Bill Stenger K6QOG reported that there were two errors in minutes as reported by others. Errors were corrected. Don Blanchared WA7GTU moved to approve
the minutes and seconded by Bob Vosper AE7HY.
Unanimous vote.
Events:
A. Zion 100 April 4th & 5th. Cameron Abbaticchio
KF7YWY said help is needed and sign up on line.
B. Emergency Expo May 3rd. Sylvia Clements
KB7UMU said that it will be at Cedar High School
and we need to set up a booth and demonstrate what
we do in an emergency. It is held from 9am to 4pm.
C. Endurance Ride October 4th & 5th.
D. Field Day June 28th and 29th. Larry Heddings
WD0CDG mentioned that the tower trailer needs
some repair work.
Special Events:
A. Cert Training: no questions
B. FLDIGI Net: WCARES meets on Thursdays at
7:30pm. There are a wide variety of other nets that on
80 meters approximately 3584.00 Mhz.
C. Technician Class: Cameron Abbaticchio has
two sets of instructor guides and two sets of student
study guides and students can use a number of online
practice test sessions. Fred Getman N6OJS said he

would organize this if some one would put together
a program. Gavin Hollinger KC7IHE and several
others offered to help instruct. As soon as you set a
date, it will be posted in an email to everyone. There
would be a need to advertize in the newspapers and
radio station.
D. SWHD: Jim Ashby K5JCA gave an update on
radio equipment and antennas for Health Departments in St. George, Beaver, Kolob and Milford. All
facility administrator and others need training.
E. Utah VHF Society: Don Blanchard WA7GTU
gave an update on the inter-tie and handed out the
2014 books.
Program:
Dick Parker K7ZI presented a program on 2 meter and 70 cm antennas
that can be made by most anyone.
For instance this 2 m “J”pole made
from 300 ohm line from either a FM
stereo or TV antenna. The 300 ohm
line is connected to a piece of coax
which is wound around in a loop to
form an rf balun to prevent rf coming back to the radio. The coax has
a PL259 coax connector that will
fix most radios. The antenna can be
fixed to a window or a wall away
from any metal or hung from the
ceiling.

a table top.

For those who like DF
(Direction Finding) this
is an easily made antenna
from PVC pipe and some
old ruler tape and a few
hose clamps.

Dick had available
diagrams of the 2 meter
ground place (which is not
shown here), 2 m and 70 cm “J” pole antenna and
this tape measure beam as well as a 2 meter beam
that has 7 db gain that costs $7.00.
There was questions and answers with the makers of
the antennas that were on display.
Cameron Abbaticchio KF7YWY called for a motion
to adjourned the meeting. George Gallis AL7BX
made a motion and David Williams KG7HTJ seconded. Vote unanimus. The meeting was ajourned at
9pm.

Another easy antenna to make is to use a mobile
magnetic mount and
antenna and place it
on the top of a metal
can that has four 19
inch radials spaced
evenly around the
can. The radial can
be made from welding wire or 12 or 10
gauge cooper wire
that is soldered to a lug that can be bolted to the can.
The can will sit on any post that is smaller in diameter than the opening of the
can. The can could sit on a
table top that is level.
For those that like SSB on 2
meters and don’t have space
for a multi-element beam,
try this circular antenna with
a gamma match that is easy
adjusted for SWR and sits on

A free lunch is included. If interested, please call
Marie Brooks at her office 435-865-5332 or her cell
435-590-0078.

