Rainbow Canyons
Amateur Radio Club
Cedar City, Utah

Club Officers:
President:

KR7KR
Ken Richter

Vice-President:
KG7BPX
Linda Shokrian

Treasurer:

AL7BX
George Gallis

Secretary &
Editor:
K6QOG
Bill Stenger

Local Repeats:
146.980 Mhz
Tone 100 hz

146.940 Mhz
Tone 100 hz
146.760 Mhz
Tone 123.0 hz
Remote Base
449.500 Mhz
Tone 100 hz
Remote Base
449.925 Mhz
Tone 100 hz
IRLP/Echolink
449.900 Mhz
Tone 100 hz

Club meets on the second Tuesday of each month at Sheriffs Search & Rescue Bldg.
RCARC NETS:

Breakfast Net: 7:00am 146.76 Mhz, 123 hz PL tone required, every weekday.
Friendship Net: 9:00pm 146.76 Mhz, 123.0 hz PL tone, every evening.
Club breakfast is
December 3rd at the
Pastry Pub. Come in

and place your order then
come to the side room to be
with other hams and your
order will be brought to
you. It is a most relaxing
and friendly environment.

Next club meeting is Tuesday, December 13th at 6:30 pm

TOPIC:

December is our Christmas Potluck Dinner.

We will have a paper vote for 2017 club officers.
Please RSPV to me so we can have a head count.
The club will provide a spiral ham and we ask you to bring a side dish. There is be
Christmas music provided by Jason Richter

Local NPOTA Activity
Activation of National Parks on the Air,
Old Spanish Trail designation, TR-19
by Dick Park K7ZI
The motivation to activate the “Casting
of Lots” segment of the Old Spanish Trail
came by a desire to participate in ARRL’s
National Parks on the air program in
conjunction with the 100th anniversary
of the creation of United States National
Parks System. I desired to activate an

entity that had not been activated several
times before.
First, some history-The “Old Spanish Trail” as it is called,
isn’t really that “old” in comparison to the
ancient Native American trails which the
Spanish followed, in their conquest of the
“West”.

The first recorded expedition to attempt a route
from Santa Fe, (New Mexico) to Monterrey,
California was conducted and documented by
Franciscan Priests, Francisco Dominguez and Velez
de Escalante in the Summer of 1776, the same
year that the 13 original Colonies declared their
independence from the British.
Following a indirect route lead by Indian guides,
they traveled Northward from Santa Fe, through
Western Colorado, forded the Colorado river, turned
North Westerly, following the ancient trails, rivers
and water holes until they arrived at what is now Utah
Lake in central, Utah. They then turned Southerly,
following more trails and, rivers until they reached
present day Milford, Utah.

hospital bed that weekend.
I had to postpone the date
until the doctor cleared
me for “all activities” Fall
recess presented me 3 day
on the weekend of the 22nd
to actually do the operation.
Several
club members expressed a
desire to camp out with me at
the hot springs. Some made it,
others could not. (Editor note:
one unexpected visitor)

It was here they were caught in an early October
blizzard, which laid down some 2 feet of snow and
unseasonably cold temperatures. Provisions were
running low, they had to sacrifice one of their pack
animals just to survive the ordeal.
Their Indian guide,
a reported 12 year old
boy, led them south
about 20 miles to a
natural hot spring,
which is called
“Thermal” today. They
camped here, explored
the area, then headed
south about 5 miles
to a small “snow melt
lake”. It was here
where the actual vote
by the expedition
members or “casting
of lots” took place—to
proceed to Monterrey or return to Santa Fe. The
majority voted to return to Santa Fe. There is no
indication where the actual “snow melt lake” is. Any
one of several depressions in the landscape could
have been the place.
Their return route took them through present-day
Cedar valley, past Quitchpah Lake, down the Black
Ridge into Hurricane valley and Southeasterly toward
Santa Fe. They crossed the Colorado at a wellknown landmark, “Crossing of the Fathers”, now
under water of Lake Powell, arriving in Santa Fe in
early January, 1777.
------My original plan was to setup and activate Thermal
Hot Springs on the 4th & 5th of October, 240 years
to the day of the actual date of the “Casting of Lots”.
However, a kidney stone attack had me lying in a

I was successful
in setting up an HF
radio station based out
of our motor home.
The antenna was my
experimental “Slinky”
multi-band, hung at 37
feet in an inverted “V” configuration. The remote
antenna tuner made that possible, even though I used
20 meters, exclusively. Power for the radio was
provided by the RV battery, charged by solar panels
on the roof. Radio was my trusty Yaesu, 100D,
running 75 watts.
Unfortunately, the “Propagation gods” were not in
out favor, only netting me 10 total contacts all day
Saturday. I even changed antennas, just in case the
Slinky had a “problem”. Made as many “2 meter”
contacts via the 76’ repeater as I did on HF!
Rainy weather was forecast for late Sunday so
decided to strike camp early Sunday morning, cutting
short my 3 day activity by a day. Dirt roads out on
the desert are no place to be when it gets wet!
All in all we had an enjoyable time. Learned from
our mistakes. Enjoyed the visits from several club
members and even had a day to relax on Monday.
Look at the calendar—we only have 2 more months
to participate in National Parks on the air!
Photos by Dick Parker
Visitor Photo by Monti Rugebregt KG7WEN

Fox Hunt Nov 5th

Swap Meet Nov 12th

HOLDING DOWN THE FORT:(LtoR) Linda
Skokrian KG7PBX, Mardi Biedermann KB7HHB,
Kerry Webb KI7FZP and Bill Zadel KI7ZAD reading

Preparing for the hunt. Linda Shokrian KG7PBX,
Ken Richter KR7KR, Fred Sheffield KF7GPZ, Jack
Coulter KG7VEJ, Russ Chaffee N7BO. Picture by
Monti Rugebregt KG7WEN.
Swap/trade/sell: Electronic books, old ARRL Handbooks,
Astron 35A power supply, Kenwood radio & more

Don Blanchard WA7GTU, Ken Richter KR7KR and
Monti Rugebregt KG7WEN taking the picture.

George Gallis AL7BX and Ken Richter KR7KR
checking out components

Local Activities

ARRL News

2017 Participation Award

THIS IS IMPORTANT

To encourage participation and remind us how
much fun Ham Radio can be, RCARC is offering
a Participation Award for 2017 of a Yaesu 857d All
Band Radio to be drawn for at the December 2017
meeting. Tickets will be given for participating in
various activities all year long in 2017. For ways
to earn tickets, please read the handout for more
information. (available at club meetings)
The monthly books giveaway will not be offered in
2017 in favor of the Participation Award. Hopefully,
those of you who won a book enjoyed them and
learned something. We still have several multi-meters
to be given away.

Emergency Communications Group

EComm meets every other month in Even months.
No meeting was held in November (odd month) There
will be no December meeting and the December
Appreciation dinner with CERT was postponed until
January 19th, 2017 at 6:30 pm at the Heritage Center.
Next EComm meeting will be on February 16th, 2017
at 6 pm at the Visitor’s Center

CERT

CERT November meeting was held on Thursday
Nov 17th - What to put in your CERT to go bag was
gone over. There will be no meeting in December.
There will be an Appreciation dinner for CERT &
EComm on Thursday January 19th, 2017 at 6:30
pm at the Heritage center. Next CERT Basic class is
scheduled for April 28th & 29th and May 5th and 6th.
See Linda KG7PBX if you wish to take the class.

LEPC

LEPC (Local Emergency Planning Committee)
meeting was held on November 16th. The new and
updated 2016 Emergency Response Guidebooks
were handed out and gone over by Ryan Putman the
Deputy State Fire Marshall.
Instead of a Citizen Corp Conference, Southwest
Utah will be having a Rural Preparedness Summit,
February 27th and 28th at the DSU Gardener
Center in St. George. To register go to prepsummit.
eventbrite.com and click the TICKET button. Cost is
$25.
If you wish a copy of the monthly LEPC minutes,
please contact Linda KG7PBX at Lgshokrian@gmail.
com and she will send you one when it becomes
available. Next meeting is scheduled for January
18th, 2017 at 12 noon at the Heritage Center. There
will be no meeting in December.

ARLB042 ARRL Calls on Members to Press for
US Senate Passage of Amateur Radio Parity Act
ARRL once again is calling on its members to
urge their US Senators to support the Amateur Radio
Parity Act (H.R. 1301) when it comes up in the
Senate during the “lame duck” session of Congress
that adjourns in mid-December. The House of
Representatives approved the bill in September, but
if the Senate does not follow suit, the bill will die,
and the entire process will have to be repeated. ARRL
Hudson Division Director Mike Lisenco, N2YBB,
who chairs the ARRL Board’s Legislative Advocacy
Committee and has been heavily involved in efforts to
move H.R. 1301 forward, said today, “The clock is
ticking.”
“We begin the e-mail campaign once again, as the
US Senate returns to work this week after a monthlong hiatus,” Lisenco said. “We were just beginning
to build momentum in the Senate following the
unanimous passage of the Parity Act in the House
when Congress shut down for the 4 weeks prior to
Election Day.”
The task is simple: Go to our Rally Congress page,
enter your ZIP code, fill in your name and address,
press enter, and e-mails will go directly to your
Senators. Members may do this, even if they have
already contacted their US Senators for support.
Our Rally Congress page is at,
https://arrl.rallycongress.net/ .
“We have to remind our legislators that we are still
here and that we need the Amateur Radio Parity Act
to become law,” Lisenco stressed. “We must to do
this now as we have, at most, only 4 weeks left in the
session to get the bill passed this year. Otherwise, we
will have to begin the entire process in 2017 with a
new 115th Congress.”

What Happened at the last meeting?
RCARC meeting November 8, 2016
President Ken Richter called the meeting to order at
7:40 pm.
Those present were:
Linda Shokrian
KG7PBX
George Gallis
LA7BX
Ken Richter		
KR7KR

Fred Sheffield
Denice Sheffield
Gavin Hollinger
Brody Johnson
Helen Johnson
Joel Clements
Sylvia Clements
Dick Parker		
Lance Jackson
Evelyn Curry
Jim Curry		
John Ellison		
Jim Beal		
Carolyn Bauer
Tony Bennett
Monti Rugebregt
Bill Zadel		
Boyd Woolsey
Jim Urie		
Mardi Biedermann
Brad Biedermann
Larry Bell		
Ron Shelley		
Andrew Wight
Kenneth Bauer
Don Blanchard
Bill Stenger		

KF7GPZ
KF7WIY
KC7IHE
K7VXV
WB7FET
N7SIY
KB7UMU
K7ZI
KA7J
KD7ESG
N7JHC
KE6ZIM
KG6LFU
KG7YIB
KA7HGX
KG7WEN
KI7ZAD
KG7YIA
KG7SYL
KB7HHB
WA7HHE
N7SND
KG7TQO
AF7ZD
KG7YIC
WA7GTU
K6QOG

News Info
Linda Shokrian reminded everyone next meeting
with be our Christmas Pot luck party. The club will
provide a cooked spiral ham and asked others to bring
a side dish. The meeting will be at 6:30pm at the
Search and Rescue Building.
This meeting is the last meeting that there will be a
book give-away. There will be a new program for the
year:
GIVE AWAY A Yeasu FT-857
All mode HF, VHF and UHF radio. December 2017
Christmas meeting the club will draw a ticket for
the winner. Tickets will be given to a club licensed
ham for participation in each club function. One
ticket will be given to each individual for attending
club meetings, joining the club, the VHF Society,
participating in public service events, Field Day,
designated socials, giving a presentation at a club
meeting, assisting during a Technician or General
class and any other activity designated by the club.
On November 12th, Saturday, there will be a swap
meet/auction at Linda’s house from 1pm to 5pm.
In February 2017 Citizens Corp/CERT/ Ham Radio
Emergency will present a World Wide Preparedness
Summit in St. George.

President Ken Richter KR7KR began with having
everyone introduce themselves.

Presentation Remote Base and Intertie
by Don Blanchard WA7GTU

Ken called for any corrections, additions or
deletions to the minutes that were emailed to
everyone. None were given. Don Blanchard
WA7GTU motioned to accept the minutes seconded
by Jim Urie KG7SYL. Vote was unanimous.

Don defined the UTAH VHF Society
gave list of officers
history of the intermountain intertie
vhf remote base: 440 repeater to 2m radio

George Gallis AL7BX gave the Treasurer’s report:
Deposits: $70.00 Withdraws: $221.89 Balance
as of November 7, 2016 : $1058.81. Tony Bennett
KA7HGX motioned to accept the report, seconded by
Gavin Hollinger KC7IHE. Vote was unanimous.
Dick Parker K7ZI mentioned there is a stack of
QSTs and CQ magazines on the back table and free
for the taking.
NOMINATIONS:
President: Linda Shokrian and Ken Richter
KR7KR
Vice-President: Ken Richter
Secretary: Carolyn Bauer KG7YIB and Bill
Stenger K6QOG
Treasurer: George Gallis and Tony Bennett
Bill Stenger, Secretary said that nominations will
be open for one week via email. Please check with
the possible nominee before hand to see if that person
will accept the position if elected.

Kenwood 281 2m radio on top of an Astron
power supply. A commerical Kenwood 440 repeater
connected to an Arcom controller that controls the 2m
radio.
Don had people program their handheld radio to the
repeater input frequency and gave them the codes to
change frequency on the 2m radio.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.
Book Give Away
ARRL Antenna Book - Lance Jackson KA7J
ARRL Operator Manual - Monti Rugebregt KG7WEN
ARRL 2017 Handbook - Carolyn Bauer - KG7YIB
Multi-meter - Don Blanchard WA7GTU

